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Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the 
law and the whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him 
away and handed him over to Pilate.

“Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate.

“You have said so,” Jesus replied.

The chief priests accused him of many things.  So again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t 
you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of.”

But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.

Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the people 
requested.  A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who 
had committed murder in the uprising.  The crowd came up and asked Pilate to 
do for them what he usually did.

“Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate, knowing it 
was out of self-interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him.  

But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.

“What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked.

“Crucify him!” they shouted.

“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”

Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them.  He had Jesus 
flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.

The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) 
and called together the whole company of soldiers. 

They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of 
thorns and set it on him. 

And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” 

Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on 
him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. 

And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and 
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.

A certain man named Simon was passing by, and they forced him to carry the 
cross. They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means “the place of 
the skull”). Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.  
And they crucified him.  Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each 
would get.

It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. The written notice of the 
charge against him read: THE KING OF THE JEWS.

They crucified two thieves with him, one on his right and one on his left.  Those 
who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You who 
are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, come down from the 
cross and save yourself!”  In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law mocked him among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t 
save himself! Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, 
that we may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.

At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, for the 
sun stopped shining. And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?”).

When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”

Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to 
Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he 
said.

Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my 
spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.

The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  And when the 
centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “Surely this 
man was the Son of God!”
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 The Agony of the Cross

 The Agape of the Cross

 The Anchor of the Cross

 The Application of the Cross
The Agony of the Cross

Now from the sixth hour there 
was darkness over all the land
until the ninth hour. And 
about the ninth hour 
Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, saying,

“Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” that is, “My 
God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?

Christ’s Agony on the Cross, Psalm 22
22 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning?
14 I am poured out like water,

and all my bones are out of joint;
my heart is like wax;

it is melted within my breast;
15 my strength is dried up like a potsherd,

and my tongue sticks to my jaws;
you lay me in the dust of death.

16 For dogs encompass me;
a company of evildoers encircles me;

they have pierced my hands and feet —
17 I can count all my bones —
they stare and gloat over me;
18 they divide my garments among them,

and for my clothing they cast lots.

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us — for it is written,

“Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree”.
Galatians 3:13
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The Crown of Thorns

Isaiah 53

“3 He was despised and rejected by men,
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;

and as one from whom men hide their faces
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

4 Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows;

yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted.”

“5 But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the chastisement that brought 
us peace,

and with his wounds we are healed.
6 All we like sheep have gone astray;

we have turned—every one—to his own way;
but the LORD has laid on him

the iniquity of us all.”

Isaiah 53  => Gateway to the Gospel, Acts 8 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go 
toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem 
to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 
27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a 
eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, 
who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his 
chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah.
29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 

Gateway to the Gospel, Acts 8 

30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet 
and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 And he 
said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited 
Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the 
Scripture that he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.

33 In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.”
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Gateway to the Gospel, Acts 8 

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does 
the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 
35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.

36 And as they were going along the road they came to some 
water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What 
prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the 
chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, 
Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 

The Agape of 
the Cross

“6 You see, at just the right 
time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 Very rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous 
person, though for a good person 
someone might possibly dare to 
die. 8 But God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this:  While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.”     Romans 5

“5 Have this attitude in yourselves 
which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 
although He existed in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with 
God a thing to be grasped,
7 but emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a bond-servant, and being 
made in the likeness of men. 8 Being 
found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.”   Philippians 2

“For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.”

“ I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me

and delivered Himself up for me.”

Galatians 2:20
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The  Anchor of the Cross

Hebrews 6:19
“This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 

a hope both sure and steadfast and one 
which enters within the veil.” The Thief on the Cross

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: 
“Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” 
he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are 
punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. 
But this man has done nothing wrong.”
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.”
43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be 
with me in Paradise.” Known By The Scars

Jesus and Thomas, from John 20

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, 
and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his 
side, I will never believe.”

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do 
not disbelieve, but believe.” 

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed.”

The Application 
of the Cross

25 26

27 28

29 30



10/17/2026

6

Galatians 6:14
“But may it never be that I 
would boast, except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through which the world 
has been crucified to me, and I 
to the world.”

So what should be our response to the Cross of Christ?

Luke 9:23
And He was saying to them all, “If anyone 
wishes to come after Me, he must deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily and 
follow Me.”

What does this entail?

Hebrews 12:1–2:  “Therefore…let us run 
with endurance the race that is set before 

us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before 

Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and has sat down at the right hand of the throne 

of God.”

“He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on 
our behalf, so that we might become 

the righteousness of God in Him.”
2 Corinthians 5:21

2 Corinthians 5:14-15

“For the love of Christ controls us, having 
concluded this, that one died for all, 

therefore all died; and He died for all, so that 
they who live might no longer live for 

themselves, but for Him who died and rose 
again on their behalf.”     
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And can it be that I should gain
An int'rest in the Savior's blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain?
For me, who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love!   How can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?
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